HISTORY OF ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY I (Frege, Russell, Wittgenstein)

Philosophy/LPS 115
Winter 2019, F 9:00-11:50, SSL 145


Instructor:

Jeremy Heis


Office:


SST 763

Email:

jheis@uci.edu


Office Hours: 

Fri 2-3:00 (& by appt)
Office phone: 
824-5442



The philosophical tradition called "analytic philosophy" arose from diverse sources in turn of the century Cambridge and Germany to become the dominant tradition in 20th and 21st century Anglo-American philosophy.  We will discuss some of works of analytic philosophy's grandfathers, Frege, Russell, and Wittgenstein, focusing on issues in the philosophy of language, logic, mathematics, and perception. 

I.  Required Texts


Gottlob Frege.  The Frege Reader (edited by Michael Beaney) (link to amazon)
Bertrand Russell.  Problems of Philosophy. (link to amazon)
Ludwig Wittgenstein.  Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. Trans. by Pears and McGuiness. (link to amazon)
The texts are all available in the bookstore.

Other readings will be posted as pdfs on the course website, on CANVAS. These pdf readings need to be printed out and brought to class.
II.  Assignments 
A. Readings


Each class’s discussion and lecture will follow closely the readings assigned for that class period. You are expected to read all material before coming to class.  You are also expected to have that day’s readings with you in class. You need to have hard copies of the readings in class. Pdfs on a screen won't be sufficient.


The readings for this class are some of the richest in the philosophical corpus. They are also among the most difficult.  Be prepared. 
B. Weekly videos
On the course website, there will be short weekly videos that cover the basics of that week’s reading. These should be viewed before class. There will be no video the first week.
C. Briefs (undergraduates only)

Each week, students will turn in a one page brief which answers a short assigned question on the week’s reading. These miniature essays typically focus on the main idea of the week’s reading, and cover the same material as the weekly videos. The purpose of the briefs is to focus and keep track on your weekly reading.  Briefs are due by 5:00 pm on Thursday (i.e. the day before class). Of the eight assigned, your grade will be the average of your six best briefs.  They will be graded on a 10-point scale.  No make up briefs will be given.
D. Short Papers (undergraduates only)
Students will write two short papers (4-6 pages) on the readings. (No outside research needed.)  Students will write on a topic chosen from a list of paper topics that I will prepare.  

III.  Exam (undergraduates)
There will be one final exam on Friday, March 22, 10:00-12:00.

IV.  Absences

Regular attendance is important for the class to function well.  If you must miss a class, please let me know in advance.  Though there is no set attendance grade, persistent absences may affect your overall course grade.  

V.  Participation 

All students are required to participate actively in class discussions.  Indeed, this is the chief way that you will learn the material in the readings and will develop your philosophical skills.  Expect to be called on.

VI.  Laptops and phones
Neither laptops nor phones may be open during class. A tablet with a stylus can be used as long as it is flat on the desk and not visible to the students behind you.
VII.  Academic Integrity

The penalty for any violation of academic integrity—including but not limited to plagiarism—is failure for the course and a letter recording the violation sent to the Dean.

VIII.  Computing Your Grade (undergraduates)
Your grade will be determined in the following way:

15%:
Briefs

10%:
Participation

25%:
Paper 1 


25%:
Paper 2



25%:
Final Exam


Attendance and participation may also have a favorable (or unfavorable) effect on your grade.

IX.  Graduate Section

Graduate students are required to attend the undergraduate section from 9:00-11:00. Graduate students should also view the videos. 
In addition, there will be a shorter once a week meeting for grad students only, meeting from 11:00-11:50. The grad hour for the entire term will be devoted to Frege. A separate grad calendar lists the additional readings for the each week.
Each week, grad students must submit one question on the grad readings to that week's discussion page on the course CANVAS page. This question must be submitted by 12:00 pm on Thursday (the day before class). In addition, each student must post one comment on another student's question (perhaps, by proposing an answer to it) by 7:30 am on Friday morning (i.e. 90 minutes before class starts).

Grad students must write either two short papers or one long, standard term paper.  The first short paper will be due at the end of week 6; the second at the end of exam week.  One longer paper (10-20 pages) can be substituted for the two shorter papers if desired, due at the end of exam week. Grad students can write on any topic that is related to the course material; grad students do not need to choose a topic from the list of paper topics available to grad students. Grad students should choose a topic and consult with me about it by the end of week 9 (i.e., March 8). 
Graduate students will not take the final exam or write the briefs.
Auditors are expected to attend class, do the readings, and submit one question per week by 12:00 pm on Thursday.

