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PLURALISM &
INTEREST GROUP
POWER

ARGUMENT:
INTEREST GROUPS HAVE A MORE NEGATIVE
CONNOTATION THAN THEY DESERVE.

AT WORST THEY ARE A NECESSARY EVIL.
AT BEST THEY ARE A VALUABLE DEMOCRATIC
CONDUIT.

REGARDLESS OF YOUR IDEOLOGY OR PARTICULAR
VIEWS, THEY FULFILL A CORE ROLE IN OUR
DEMOCRACY.

YOU PROBABLY LOVE SOME AND HATE SOME.

THERE'S A LONG HISTORY OF
HATING LOBBYISTS...




“Men of unwholesome skins, greasy garments, brutish manners, filthy
minds, and sickening conversation; men who so reeked and drizzled

with henbane tobacco and cockatrice whisky that a moderate drinker
or smoker would recoil from them as from a cesspool; men whose
stupid, shameless boasting of their briberies were enough to warn

away from them all but the elect of Satan . . . [and] decayed
statesmen, who were now, indeed, nothing but unfragrant corpses,
breeding all manner of vermin and miasma.”

-JOHN WILLIAM DE FOREST (1875)

REMEMBER FACTIONS?

Madison is skeptical of them in Federalist #10, yet argues we can't sacrifice
liberty to remove causes

1st Amendment gives interest groups the right to form
We have to allow people to organize around causes

So, he argues for controlling their effects. How?
representative democracy

expanding the sphere

WHY DOES THIS CONTROL THE EFFECTS OF
FACTION?

The more diverse, more plural a society is, the harder it is for one faction to
dominate

pluralism (n.): all social interests freely compete with one another for
influence over the government’s policy decisions

Similar to Federalist #51, let competition check any power of any one
group

Those groups that are most powerful will win out.




“The flaw in the pluralist heaven is that the heavenly chorus sings
with a strong upper-class accent.”

-E.E. SCHATTSCHNEIDER (1960)
THE SEMI-SOVEREIGN PEOPLE:
A REALIST'S VIEW OF DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

HISTORICAL & LOGICAL ORIGINS OF INTEREST
GROUPS

Interest groups predate the constitution, even growing under British rule.

Those who want particular policies organize to influence legislators, build

coalitions, and shift policy.

MANY EARLY INTEREST GROUPS WERE PUBLIC
INTEREST, BUT QUICKLY DIVERSIFIED

For example:
American Anti-Slavery Society (1833)
National Trades’ Union (1834)

American Temperance Union (1836)

As westward expansion occurred and business grew, so did groups aligned

with those causes




Worries about business interests are not new (1889):

EVEN THEN, PEOPLE WONDERED WHY
BUSINESS INTERESTS OFTEN DOMINATED.

REMEMBER COLLECTIVE ACTION PROBLEMS?

UNDERMINING PLURALISM:
COLLECTIVE ACTION PROBLEMS

Key work: Mancur Olson (1965) The Logic of Collective Action
Organization takes work

Small groups are easier to organize

Big stakes = easier to organize
Free riding is the norm, not the exception

How to overcome? Moral or selective incentives




SIERRA —
> CLUB EXPLORE, ENJOY, AND PROTECT THE PLANET

Move Beyond Fossil Fuels.

Preserve Our Wild America Enjoy the Outdoors See All Programs > Join/Renew

Life Membership

A Sierra Club Life Membership is a commitment to preserve the natural world around us and to
ensure a lasting environmental legacy. When you enroll as a Life Member, the net proceeds of
your dues will be invested in a special Life Member Fund. Since its inception in 1905, the
principal in this fund has been preserved, and the income has been used to support Sierra Club
conservation programs and campaigns.

Benefits of Life Membership include:

« lifelong membership in the Sierra Club and your local chapter
personalized Life Membership card

Life Member pin

« special Life Member Certificate with an Ansel Adams image

« subscription to Sierra Magazine

« members-only worldwide eco-travel opportunities

discounts on Sierra Club merchandise

semiannual Life Member newsletter

« semiannual Insider updates from the club’s conservation director.

@ Small Business Nation

Join Small Business
Nation

Members Receive:

Call 800-638-6582

DONATE NOW

HOME ABOUT NEWS GETINVOLVED OTHERWAYSTOHELP ENEWS SIGNUP CONTACT

'WHAT IS OUR CAUSE 'WHY JOIN OUR CAUSE HOW TO JOIN OUR CAUSE

‘The mission of SPCAI is simple but vast: to ‘When you join the SPCAI Cause, your support @ FollowUs
§  advance the safety and well-being of animals helps end the sufering and neglect of thousands 1
{4 From our Milary Support and Sheltr Support of animals round the world, and will help provide n You
programs, to our Intemational Rescue Work,we are | millons of dollarsfor anmal shelters,spay and vy
continually working to save animals fiom crulty neuter programs and emergency grantsfor @ subscrivetoour Newsltter
I and neglect around the worg. animals n need around the world
!
[ susw ]
«[> DONATE Ni [
B - Ry sl

The SPCA Intermational s a great organization helping animals al over the world. They were extremely quickin responding and kept us informed the
whole time. Thank you to SPCA International for your wonderful support n Jaipu India.




THE CURRENT
LANDSCAPE

1960 -> 1990 = tripled

2000 -> 2005 = doubled

168 CA Gov groups have DC
reps

Old conception: iron triangles

Modern conception: issue
networks

Easier organization?

internet, etc.

Finance, insurance,
and real estate

Health

Miscsllaneous
business
Communications/
electronics
Energy and
natural resources
Transportation
Ideological/
single-issue

Agribusiness
Defense

Construction
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INTERESTS ARE UBIQUITOUS IN ANY OF THESE AREAS.
WANT TO CHANGE HEALTHCARE?

¢ Stakeholders:
¢ Doctors’ associations
* Hospital associations
* Insurance companies
¢ Medical device manufacturers

¢ Pharmaceutical companies

Medical Attorneys

DHHS & the Bureaucracy

* AARP

Patients?

WHAT ARE THEY FIGHTING OVER?

Particularized benefits (private interests)

Typically what the moniker “special” is used for

But: particularized benefits might go to disadvantaged groups

Collective goods (public interests)

Clean air, water, etc.




