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art of reigning should have been uninterruptedly transmitted through a g
cession of four princes for upwards of a century and a half would be very
difficult to account for, if we did not constantly bear in mind a fundamenty)
principle of the state. All power and authority in China derive solely from th,
sovereign, and they are not only distributed by him in his life time, but atteg
their origin after his decease. The appointment of his successor is exclusiVely
vested in him. Without regard to primogeniture, without the fondness of
parent, without the partiality of a friend, he acts on this occasion as the father
of the state, and selects the person of his family, whom he judges the mogt
worthy to replace him. Every choice of this kind as yet made has been unex.
ceptionably fortunate. K’ang-hsi proved as great a prince as his father; Yung.
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genuine character of the inhabitants, and the effects resulting from the refined

polity and principles of the government, which are meant to restrain and direct
them, naturally claimed my particular attention and inquiry. In my researches
I often perceived the ground to be hollow under a vast superstructure, and in
trees of the most stately and flourishing appearance I discovered symptoms of
speedy decay, whilst humbler plants were held by vigorous roots, and mean
edifices rested on steady foundations. The Chinese are now recovering from the
blows that had stunned them; they are awaking from the political stupor they
had been thrown into by the Tartar impression, and begin to feel their native
energies revive. A slight collision might elicit fire from the flint, and spread
flames of revolt from one extremity of China to the other. In fact the volume
of the empire is now grown too ponderous and disproportionate to be easily
grasped by a single hand, be it ever so capacious and strong. It is possible,
notwithstanding, that the momentum impressed on the machine by the vigor
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and wisdom of the present Emperor may keep it steady and entire in its orbit
for a considerable time longer; but I should not be surprised if its dislocation
or Jismemberment were to take place before my own dissolution. Whenever
such an event happens, it will probably be attended with all the horrors and
atrocities from which they were delivered by the Tartar domination; but men
are apt to lose the memory of former evils under the pressure of immediate
suffering; and what can be expected from those who are corrupted by servitude,
exasperatcd by despotism and maddened by despair? Their condition, however,
might then become still worse than it can be at present. Like the slave who fled
into the desert from his chains and was devoured by the lion, they may draw
down upon themselves oppression and destruction by their very effort to avoid
them, may be poisoned by their own remedies and be buried themselves in the
graves which they dug for others. A sudden transition from slavery to freedom,
from dependence to authority, can seldom be borne with moderation or discre-
tion. Every change in the state of man ought to be gentle and gradual, otherwise
it is commonly dangerous to himself and intolerable to others. A due prepa-
ration may be as necessary for liberty as for inoculation of the smallpox which,
like liberty, is future health but without due preparation is almost certain
destruction. Thus then the Chinese, if not led to emancipation by degrees, but
let loose on a burst of enthusiasm would probably fall into all the excesses of
folly, suffer all the paroxysms of madness, and be found as unfit for the enjoy-

ment of freedom as the French and the negroes.

6.4 AND 6.5 QIANLTONGSTREJECTION
OF MACARTNEY’S
DEMANDS: TwO EDICTS

Qianlong’s famous edicts to George III were the Qing government’s
response to the proposals carried to Peking by Lord George Macartney. In
1793, Qianlong ruled territories many times the size of Great Britain;
indeed, China with its dependencies was the largest unified empire in the
world and had been undefeated in all of the wars it had fought with its
neighbors since the seventeenth century. Each year, in adherence to a
schedule established by the Board of Rites, tribute emissaries from Burma,
Korea, Vietnam, Japan, and other territories trekked to Peking to pay
their respects to the Chinese throne. In return for obeisance and tribute,
the Qing government condescended to allow these far-flung “vassal states”
(fanguo) to enjoy trade with China and extended protection to their mon-
archies. Scholars in these countries learned Chinese and memorized the
Chinese classics, and in Korea, Vietnam, and Japan, the lessons of Chinese

political and institutional history were assiduously studied and imitated.
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The Forbidden City was the center of a political world in which loyaltieg
had been beaten into place the by hard-riding Manchu generals of the sey._
enteenth century. But the historical roots of this polity stretched back some
two millennia.

It is, thus, little wonder that the Qianlong emperor regarded Lord Mac.
cartney as little more than a self-important tributary emissary and rejected
all of his requests without discussion or debate. In the edicts that follow,
Macartney’s charge from Henry Dundas was refused practically article by
article. On his own turf, the Chinese emperor was used to defining things
in a peremptory way but also with regard to the precedents built into the
Qing scheme of foreign affairs. Qianlong’s logic in these edicts was solidly
founded on history, power, and a belief that a tiny maritime state
thousands of /z from China was not a force to be reckoned with.

6.4 The First Edict, September 1793

You, O King, live beyond the confines of many seas, nevertheless, impelled by
your humble desire to partake of the benefits of our civilization, you have
dispatched a mission respectfully bearing your memorial. Your Envoy has
crossed the seas and paid his respects at my Court on the anniversary of my
birthday. To show your devotion, you have also sent offerings of your country’s
produce.

I have perused your memorial: the earnest terms in which it is couched reveal
a respectful humility on your part, which is highly praiseworthy. In consider-
ation of the fact that your Ambassador and his deputy have come a long way
with your memorial and tribute, I have shown them high favour and have
allowed them to be introduced into my presence. To manifest my indulgence,
I have entertained them at a banquet and made them numerous gifts. I have
also caused presents to be forwarded to the Naval Commander and six hundred
of his officers and men, although they did not come to Peking, so that they too
may share in my all-embracing kindness.

As to your entreaty to send one of your nationals to be accredited to my
Celestial Court and to be in control of your country’s trade with China, this
request is contrary to all usage of my dynasty and cannot possibly be entertained.
It is true that Europeans, in the service of the dynasty, have been permitted to
live at Peking, but they are compelled to adopt Chinese dress, they are strictly
confined to their own precincts and are never permitted to return home. You
are presumably familiar with our dynastic regulations. Your proposed Envoy
to my Court could not be placed in a position similar to that of European
officials in Peking who are forbidden to leave China, nor could he, on the other
hand, be allowed liberty of movement and the privilege of corresponding with
his own country; so that you would gain nothing by his residence in our midst.
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Moreover, Our Celestial dynasty possesses vast territories, and tribute mis-
s from the dependencies are provided for by the Department for Tributary
hich ministers to their wants and exercises strict control over their

It would be quite impossible to leave them to their own devices.

sion
Srates, W
movements: : :
ing that your Envoy should come to our Court, his language and national
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iffer from that of our people, and there would be no place in which he

dress d

might reside. It may be suggested that he might imitate the Europeans per-
manently resident in Peking an(’l adopt the dress and custon}s of China, but, it
has never been our dynas[y’s‘ wish to force people to do th‘lng.s unseemly and
inconvenient. Besides, supposing I sent an Ambassador to reside in your country,
how could you possibly make for him the requisite arrangements? Europe
consists of many other nations besides your own: if each and all demanded to
be represented at our Court, how could we possibly consent? The thing is utterly
impmcticable. How can our dynasty alter its whole procedure and regulations,
established for more than a century, in order to meet your individual views? If
it be said that your object is to exercise control over your country’s trade, your
nationals have had full liberty to trade at Canton for many a year, and have
received the greatest consideration at our hands. Missions have been sent by
Portugal and Italy, preferring similar requests. The Throne appreciated their
sincerity and loaded them with favours, besides authorizing measures to facil-
itate their trade with China. You are no doubt aware that, when my Canton
merchant, Wu Chao-p’ing, was in debt to the foreign ships, I made the Viceroy
advance the monies due, out of the provincial treasury, and ordered him to
punish the culprit severely. Why then should foreign nations advance this
utterly unreasonable request to be represented at my Court? Peking is nearly
10,000 li from Canton, and at such a distance what possible control could any
British representative exercise?

If you assert that your reverence for Our Celestial dynasty fills you with a
desire to acquire our civilization, our ceremonies and code laws differ so com-
pletely from your own that, even if your Envoy were able to acquire the rudi-
ments of our civilization, you could not possibly transplant our manners and
customs to your alien soil. Therefore, however adept the Envoy might become,
nothing would be gained thereby.

Swaying the wide world, I have but one aim in view, namely, to maintain a
perfect governance and to fulfil the duties of the State; strange and costly objects
do not interest me. [f | have commanded that the tribute offerings sent by you,
O King, are to be accepted, this was solely in consideration for the spirit which
prompted you to dispatch them from afar. Our dynasty’s majestic virtue has
penetrated unto every country under Heaven, and Kings of nations have offered
their costly tribute by land and sea. As your Ambassador can see for himself,
we possess all things. I set no value on objects strange or ingenious, and have
no use for your country’s manufacturers. This then is my answer to your request
to appoint a representative at my Court, a request contrary to our dynastic usage,
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which would only result in inconvenience to yourself. I have expounded m

wishes in detail and have commanded your tribute Envoys to leave in peace (,y
their homeward journey. It behooves you, O King, to respect my scntimcn:‘
and to display even greater devotion an secure peace and prosperity for YOUS
country hereafter. Besides making gifts (of which I enclose a list) to each memr
ber of your Mission, I confer upon you, O King, valuable presents in excess 0;
the number usually bestowed on such occasions, including silks and curiog—_

list O_f which is likewise enclosed. Do you reverently receive them and take nOta
of my tender goodwill towards you! A special mandate. ]

6.5 The Second Edict, September 1793

.You, O King from afar, have yearned after the blessings of our civilization, an(
in your cagerness to come into touch with our converting influence havc,scnt
an Embassy across the sea bearing a memorial. I have already taken not of your
respectful spirit of submission, have treated your mission with extreme f‘avéur
and loaded it with gifts, besides issuing a mandate to you, O King, and hon-
ouring you with the bestowal of valuable presents. Thus has my indulgence
been manifested.

Yesterday your Ambassador petitioned my Ministers to memorialize me
regarding your trade with China, but his proposal is not consistent with our
flynastic usage and cannot be entertained. Hitherto, all European nations
including your own country’s barbarian merchants, have carried on their tradt;
with Our Celestial Empire at Canton. Such has been the procedure for many
years, although Our Celestial Empire possesses all things in prolific abundance
‘fmd lacks no product within its own borders. There was therefore no need to
import the manufactures of outside barbarians in exchange for our own pro-
duce. But as the tea, silk, and porcelain which the Celestial Empire produces
are absolute necessities to European nations and to yourselves, we have per-
mitted, as a signal mark of favour, that foreign hongs [merchant guilds] should
be established at Canton, so that your wants might be supplied and your country
thus participate in our beneficence. But your Ambassador has now put forward
new requests which completely fail to recognize the Throne’s principle to “treat
strangers from afar with indulgence,” and to exercise a pacifying control over
barbarian tribes, the world over. Moreover, our dynasty, swayiﬁg the myriad
races of the globe, extends the same benevolence towards all. Your England is
not the only nation trading at Canton. If other nations, following your bad
example, wrongfully importune my ear with further impossible requests, how
will it be possible for me to treat them with casy indulgence? chcrtheicss I
flo not forget the lonely remoteness of your island, cut off from the world I;y
m[cr\rcni.ng wastes of sea, nor do I overlook your excusable ignorance of the
usages of Our Celestial Empire. I have consequently commanded my Ministers
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ssion. But I have doubts that, after your Envoy’s return he may fail to

yaint you with my view in detail or that he may be lacking in lucidity, so
a;q[ [ shall now proceed to take your requests seriatim and to issuc my mandate
;: cach question separately. In this way you will, I trust, comprehend my

meaning:

of the m!

1. Your Ambassador requests facilities for ships of your nation to call at
Ningpo, Chusan, Tientsin and other places for purposes of trade. Until
now trade with European nations has always been conducted at Macao,
where the foreign Aongs are established to store and sell foreign merchan-
dise. Your nation has obediently complied with this regulation for years
past without raising any objection. In none of the other ports named have
hongs been established, so that even if your vessels were to proceed thither,
they would have no means of disposing of their cargoes. Furthermore, no
interpreters are available, so you would have no means of explaining your
wants, and nothing but general inconvenience would result. For the future,
as in the past, [ decree that your request is refused and that the trade shall
be limited to Macao.

2. The request that your merchants may establish a repository in the capital
of my Empire for the storing and sale of your produce, in accordance with
the precedent granted to Russia, is even more impracticable than the last.
My capital is the hub and centre about which all quarters of the globe
revolve. Its ordinances are most august and its laws are strict in the
extreme. The subjects of our dependencies have never been allowed to
open places of business in Peking. Foreign trade has hitherto been con-
ducted at Macao, because it is conveniently near to the sea, and therefore
an important gathering place for the ships of all nations sailing to and fro.
If warehouses were established in Peking, the remoteness of your country
lying far to the northwest of any capital, would render transport extremely
difficult. Before Kiakhta was opened, the Russians were permitted to trade
at Peking, but the accommodation furnished them was only temporary.
As soon as Kiakhta was available, they were compelled to withdraw from
Peking, which has been closed to their trade these many years. Their
frontier trade at Kiakhta is equivalent to your trade at Macao. Possessing
facilities at the latter place, you now ask for further privileges at Peking,
although our dynasty observes the severest restrictions respecting the
admission of foreigners within its boundaries, and has never permitted the
subjects of dependencies to cross the Empire’s barriers and settle at will
amongst the Chinese people. This request is also refused.

3. Your request for a small island near Chusan, where your merchants may
reside and goods be warehoused, arises from your desire to develop trade.
As there are neither foreign hongs nor interpreters in or near Chusan,
where none of your ships have ever called, such an island would be utterly
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useless for your purposes. Every inch of the territory of our Empire is
marked on the map and the strictest vigilance is exercised over it all: even
tiny islets and far-lying sandbanks are clearly defined as part of the prov-
inces to which they belong. Consider, moreover, that England is not the
only barbarian land which wishes to establish relations with our civiliza-
tion and trade with our Empire: supposing that other nations were all to
imitate your evil example and beseech me to present them each and all
with a site for trading purposes, how could I possibly comply. This also
is a flagrant infringement of the usage of my Empire and cannot possibly
be entertained.

4. The next request, for a small site in the vicinity of Canton city, where
your barbarian merchants may lodge or, alternatively, that there be no
longer any restrictions over their movements at Macao, has arisen from
the following causes. Hitherto, the barbarian merchants of Europe have
had a definite locality assigned to them at Macao for residence and trade,
and have been forbidden to encroach an inch beyond the limits assigned
to that locality. Barbarian merchants having business with the Aongs have
never been allowed to enter the city of Canton; by these measures, disputes
between Chinese and barbarians are prevented, and a firm barrier is raised
between my subjects and those of other nations. The present request is
quite contrary to precedent; furthermore, European nations have been
trading with Canton for a number of years and, as they make large profits,
the number of traders is constantly increasing. How could it be possible
to grant such a site to each country? The merchants of the foreign hongs
are responsible to the local officials for the proceedings of barbarian mer-
chants and they carry out periodical inspections. If these restrictions were
withdrawn, friction would inevitably occur between the Chinese and your
barbarian subjects, and the results would militate against the benevolent
regard that I feel towards you. From every point of view, therefore, it is
best that the regulations now in force should continue unchanged.

5. Regarding your request for remission or reduction of duties on merchan-
dise discharged by your British barbarian merchants at Macao and dis-
tributed throughout the interior, there is a regular tariff in force for
barbarian merchants’ goods, which applies equally to all European nations.
[t would be as wrong to increase the duty imposed on your nation’s mer-
chandise on the ground that the bulk of foreign trade is in your hands, as
to make an exception in your case in the shape of specially reduced duties.
In the future, duties shall be levied equitably without discrimination
between your nation and any other, and, in order to manifest my regard,
your barbarian merchants shall continue to be shown every consideration
at Macao.

6. As to your request that your ships shall pay the duties leviable by tariff,
there are regular rules in force at the Canton Custom house respecting the
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amounts payable, and since I have refused your request to be allowed to
trade at other ports, this duty will naturally continue to be paid at Canton
as heretofore.

7. Regarding your nation’s worship of the Lord of Heaven, it is the same
religion as that of other Furopean nations. Ever since the beginning of
history, sage Emperors and wise rulers have bestowed on China a moral
system and inculcated a code, which from time immemorial has been
religiously observed by the myriads of my subjects. There has been no
hankering after heterodox doctrines. Even the European [missionary] offi-
cials in my capital are forbidden to hold intercourse with Chinese subjects;
they are restricted within the limits of their appointed residences, and may
not go about propagating their religion. The distinction between Chinese
and barbarian is most strict, and your Ambassador’s request that barbar-
ians shall be given full liberty to disseminate their religion is utterly unrea-
sonable.

It may be, O King, that the above proposals have been wantonly made by
your Ambassador on his own responsibility or peradventure you yourself are
ignorant of our dynastic regulations and had no intention of transgressing them
when you expressed these wild ideas and hopes. I have ever shown the greatest
condescension to the tribute missions of all States which sincerely yearn after
the blessings of civilization, so as to manifest my kindly indulgence. I have even
gone out of my way to grant any requests which were in any way consistent
with Chinese usage. Above all, upon you, who live in a remote and inaccessible
region, far across the spaces of ocean, but who have shown your submissive
loyalty by sending this tribute mission, I have heaped benefits far in excess of
those accorded to other nations. But the demands presented by your Embassy
are not only a contravention of dynastic tradition, but would be utterly unpro-
ductive of good result to yourself, besides being quite impracticable. I have
accordingly stated the facts to you in detail, and it is your bounden duty rev-
erently to appreciate my feelings and to obey these instructions henceforward
for all time, so that you may enjoy the blessings of perpetual peace. If, after the
receipt of this explicit decree, you lightly give ear to the representation of your
subordinates and allow your barbarian merchants to proceed to Chekiang and
Tientsin, with the object of landing and trading there, the ordinances of my
Celestial Empire are strict in the extreme, and the local officials, both civil and
military, are bound reverently to obey the law of the land. Should your vessels
touch shore, your merchants will assuredly never be permitted to land or to
reside there, but will be subject to instant expulsion. In that event your barbarian
merchants will have had a long journey for nothing. Do not say that you were
not warned in due time! Tremblingly obey and show no negligence! A special
mandate!






