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How To: Identify Journal Article Components 
 
Background: 
 

Being able to appropriately and correctly identify components of a scientific article is 
important to properly cite sources, refer a friend to read a particular article, or look up 
other articles that are related. The purpose of this document is to educate students on 
how to locate and differentiate between the 4 most important components in identifying 
a scientific article: article title, first author’s last name, journal title, and publication year. 
 
Journal Article Assignment: 
 

[1] What is the title of 
the research study? 

 

[2] For the article, give:  
• First author’s last 

name 
• Title of the journal 
• Publication year 

First Author’s Last Name: 
Journal Title: 
Publication Year: 

 
 
Article Components: 
 

Title of the Research Study 
This is the title of the article that you are reading. It is often found at the top of the page. 
Include all components of the title, including any subheadings (if applicable). 
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First Author’s Last Name 
This is the last name of the very first author listed ONLY. In scientific literature, it is often the 
first author who has led the study, written up the article, and put in the most work in getting 
the information published. The rest of the authors listed are often helpers, who assist with 
some components of the research. For this assignment, I ask you to identify the last name of 
only the first author. Often times, you can find other related articles when you know this 
author's last name, as most researchers stick with a topic and research many things related 
to that specific topic throughout their careers. 
 

 
 
Journal Title 
The journal title is NOT the same as the article title. The journal is the body of work from 
which the article was published. Think of the journal itself equivalent to a newspaper title – 
the article you are reading has a catchy headline, but the newspaper that published the 
article has it’s own title (for example, article title: “Thieves target surfers’ cars at secluded 
State Beach”, newspaper title: The Orange County Register). Knowing who published the 
article is important in understanding the motives, and sometimes quality of the work being 
presented. Some journals are ranked higher than others, because they consistently publish 
high-quality scientific literature. 
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Publication Year 
The date of publication is not always the date that the article was published online. Often 
times, print journals will first publish the articles for the issue in print, and then wait a while 
before making it available online. Make sure that when you are identifying the publication 
year, you are identifying when the article was originally published. 
 

 
 
 
Cheat Sheet: 
 

All of the information requested for the first 2 boxes of the Journal Article Assignment can be 
found in the article’s citation. The easiest way to find an article’s citation is to look up the 
article on one of the search engines on the library’s website. All four components will always 
be available in the article’s citation.  
 

CINAHL: 

 
 

PubMed: 

 


