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Reflecting on the Fundamentals of Framing
Framing quotations that will be used directly in academic writing is necessary as it allows the quote to be correctly embedded so that the reader can understand its meaning. Matthew Hedstrom from the University of Oregon observes that, “Framing quotations that will be used directly in academic writing is necessary as it enables the quote to be implemented correctly so the reader can make sense of it” (1). Framing should include who is speaking as well as details of how/under what circumstance they are speaking. This allows for the reader to eventually understand the reason why the quote was used. Several of my works include both effective and ineffective ways of framing quotations, such as in my rhetorical analysis, “Murder, Mystery” paragraph, and rhetoric in practice essay. My rhetorical analysis, from my preliminary drafts to the final, lacked detailed framing, which disallows the reader to make sense of the quote. Both my “Red Wind” review and “Murder, Mystery” paragraphs contain framing but lack the depth needed for an academic essay. After having several opportunities to practice framing, I had learned to do so effectively throughout my RIP (rhetoric in practice) essay. Before learning the fundamental characteristics of writing, my quotation framing would typically include vague details, such as who is speaking; however, it can be seen through various drafts of my writing that I now understand how to embed quotations properly by using rhetorical strategies to orient the way in which the audience interprets the dialogue.
From the initial draft of my first body paragraph to the final draft of my rhetorical analysis, the framing of my quote given the rhetorical strategies I used as well as the level of detail I implemented improved significantly; however, the framing in my first draft contained several errors which I have identified. In the first draft of my body paragraph, I did not use any form of rhetorical strategy to frame my quote nor did I provide the details of where and under what circumstance Walter Neff from Double Indemnity speaks, which can be shown when I write:
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Rather than describing the way Walter Neff speaks, I say “Neff says.” In addition to this, I lead up to the quote by stating that Neff reflects “on his actions” and reveals “the ease with which someone can be consumed in corruption.” The actual quote, however, does not represent how he reflects on his actions nor does it reveal how corruption consumes someone. Mathew Hedstrom, while describing how to frame quotations, says, “Framing can do much more than provide simple attribution” (2). In my first draft of this framing, I did not do more than identify the author. I also failed to use the proper rhetoric to guide the reader into understanding the quote, which implies that my embedding was ineffective for this draft of my body paragraph. Effective embedding should allow the reader to visualize the quotation, and it should imply its significance to the reader. However, I failed to do this, and it took several revisions of different essays to grasp this concept.
The framing within the final draft of my rhetorical analysis is more effective than my first because it fixes some of the major issues surrounding the lack of detail and rhetoric. In the fourth paragraph of my final draft, I begin to frame the quote by describing the way Marlowe from “Red Wind” narrates as well as the situation he is in by writing:
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I describe when Marlowe begins to narrate after I say “While investigating the crime on his own.” I also state how Marlowe conducts his investigation by breaking “into the apartment of a dead man.” Using these words are effective because they allow the audience to understand and visualize the situation of the quotation. They were also used as a form of rhetoric to guide the reader into picturing the narrator committing a crime, allowing them to eventually conclude that it is very easy for someone to be encapsulated in corruption. This was the overall idea of the paragraph, and using certain forms of rhetoric within the framing of the quotation effectively guides the reader into recognizing the idea that I am proposing. 
Another example of framing that was particularly ineffective, due to the fact that it lacks several components relevant to the actual quote, was used in the fifth paragraph of my rhetorical analysis. In this paragraph, as with several other paragraphs, I attempt to frame the quotation simply by providing who is speaking and what he is saying, such as when I write:
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Within my framing, I did not address any reason for using the quotation, but rather spent time addressing the fact that Walter “speaks to the audience” and “reveals” that he was played. Stating that the narrator simply reveals something and speaks to an audience is not specific enough to inform the reader of how the quotation is relevant. Harvard University’s writing program expresses the idea of addressing the reason for a quote when they state that “Every quotation you use in your paper should be introduced with a sentence of your own that alerts the reader to your reason for using the quotation” (“The Nuts and Bolts of Integrating”). I do not ever specify the reason for why I use the quote, causing my framing, based on their rules, to be considered ineffective. Had I used another approach to inform the reader of my reasoning for the quote while simultaneously introducing the speaker, it could have been a more successful paragraph overall. 
My “Murder, Mystery” paragraph represents a situation in my writing where the framing of the quote I used contains both positive and negative aspects concerning rhetorical choices and introduction of the speaker. Intending to reveal how the short story questions the meaning behind what classifies something as noir or neo-noir, I framed the quote by writing: 
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By stating that he (the author) “causes the reader to question the true meaning of neo-noir”, I give insight as to what effect the quotation will eventually have on the reader. Doing this is fundamental for the reader of my essay to fully understand the meaning of the quote. However, this does not give them the reason as to why I used the quote. Additionally, the sentence prior to my framing distracts the reader from the quote rather than gradually transitioning into it by providing relevant information. If I combined the two sentences and embedded reason for the quote within my framing, it would subsequently have a greater effect, and therefore the paragraph would be more successful. Embedding the quote fluidly utilizes several rhetorical strategies, which ultimately engages the reader and keeps his/her focus on the main idea of the paper.
	There are several instances in my RIP essay where it is necessary for me to utilize framing. However, the piece of information that I am framing comes directly from the project itself in the form of a screenshot, which can be seen here:
[image: C:\Users\kevin\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCacheContent.Word\Screenshot (6).png]
Within my framing, I state that the “social media and sharing links” were at the “top and bottom of the page”. In addition to this, I inform the reader that this can be found within my project before giving a screen shot of their location. Much like framing an actual quote, I provided the reader with information pertaining to what the image was and how it was relevant to the paragraph. It seems, however, that I could have provided more information about the relevance of the image while embedding it. Regardless, this example of framing was successful because it follows the rules I have discussed thus far. It is harder to gauge whether this piece of embedding was effective because it is unique to the RIP essay; the evidence comes from direct screenshots originating within the project itself. The importance of embedding persists even if its purpose is to frame an image that will eventually be analyzed. Audience awareness pertaining to understanding their ability to comprehend the relevance of the image and its content persists.
	Surprisingly, the use of effective framing can be seen within my RIP project, proving that framing can exist even for sources that are not being directly quoted. I utilize framing within my RIP project in a very informal, yet effective way, which can be seen here:
[image: C:\Users\kevin\OneDrive\Pictures\Screenshots\Screenshot (22).png]
In this example of framing, I lead the audience into several pictures, such as when I say “I mean, come on, look at this.” I then show a series of images relating to the point I was trying to make, which was that owning a fedora was a “prerequisite for being a hardboiled detective.” Although it seems that this is very informal and goes against some of the framing “rules” established throughout the class (which it does in some ways), I would consider this an effective piece of framing because the point of it is to appeal to the young crowd that dominates Buzzfeed. Using wording like “come, look at this” is effective in allowing the audience to feel a sense of connection to the quiz, as if the person who wrote it belongs to the group that they are in and thus is credible. I believe this is a great example of how framing an untraditional, non-quoted source can be successful in giving a representation of the overall point the image is meant to portray and how showing this is relevant to the piece.
Cumulative of all the assignments and drafts throughout the quarter, my most effective piece of framing comes from the first body paragraph of the final draft of my rhetorical analysis, in which I utilize several techniques to properly embed my quote into the paragraph. The overall goal of this paragraph was to show how hardboiled narration allows the reader to understand and see corruption through the eyes of someone who witnesses crime first-hand. To influence the reader into understanding the meaning and purpose of the quote, I wrote:
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I state that "As with many hardboiled narrators", Marlowe has the ability to "observe the world with intricate detail". Not only this, but Marlowe also "narrates the corruption he sees" to the reader while using the "wind as an example". To say that Marlowe can observe this world of corruption while simultaneously narrating allows the reader to understand that the world will be seen through his eyes. The reader can trust his interpretation of the world because I state that he observes with detail. However, the overall goal of the quote is to inform the reader that the world is corrupt, which is successfully incorporated into the embedding when I describe that he explains this world while describing the Santa Ana winds. Informing the audience (before they read the quote) that the wind parallels crime allows them to understand the quotation as they read it. The framing within the paragraph exemplifies a situation where I implemented rhetorical strategies to inform the reader of the purpose behind the quote while implementing a visual effect that enables the reader to picture who the speaker is. Doing this made the framing of my paragraph successful because the reader can understand the full effect of the quote due to the smoothness of the transitioning as well as the detailed explanation of what the quote is and who it comes from. 
Quotation framing is a vital component of any essay. The ability for a writer to implement awareness of his/her audience’s ability to understand a quote increases credibility and establishes meaning for a source. After several drafts of various assignments, I now understand how to effectively frame a quotation (or image), as can be seen through the reflections on my work thus far. Framing is also a vital part of this essay, which is slightly more difficult to do successfully considering that I am using my own writing as a source. To be successful as an academic writer, it is essential for me to recognize the positives and negatives within my own writing and equally important to identify what specifically appeals to the readers of my own essays should I want my writing to have some effect on a particular audience. Being able to frame quotations is just one of many components of an academic essay that has a substantial impact on a writer’s ability to persuade.
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Walter Neff narrates the way he was influenced into committing a crime, which reveals
the underlying philosophy of a crime ridden world, but also raises awareness of another
fundamental anxiety of the time: male inferiority to women. As he speaks to the audience
(technically to Keyes through his recorder), Walter discloses that he was played, and reveals this
when he says: “Only what I didn't know then was that I wasn't playing her. She was playing me -
- with a deck of marked cards -- and the stakes weren't any blue and yellow chips.” (Double

Indemnity, 1944). Rather than being the “player”, which is typical of men, Neff is the one who
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is not unique and that the world is naturally a bad place. However, Rogers diverts from classical noir
by explaining the beauty of the setting rather than the details of the crime thus establishing that the
story is neo-noir. He causes the reader to question the true meaning of neo-noir at the end when the
narrator states:

The man’s lips are parted. His tongue juts a little between his teeth. It’s as if he’s

tasting the dew on the grass.

That’s not a symbol or anything. That’s just the way it is.

T wish I had a word for the blue of the sky. (Rogers 2)
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One particularly effective move I used was to incorporate social media sharing and a
Twitter sidebar of the publisher. The social media sharing links were located both at the top and

the bottom of the page, which can be seen within my project:
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1. Do you keep your cool under pressure?

Facebook Conversations

. that fedora looks good on you.”
Lol knew | looked good n fedoras. My kids always tel me not to
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4. Do you own a fedora?

Owning at least one fedora is a prerequisite for being a hardboiled
detective. | mean, come on, look at this:
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underlying philosophy of noir, establishing that the world is a sinful, corrupt place. As with
many hardboiled narrators, Marlowe observes the world with intricate detail and narrates the
corruption he sees to the audience and, at times, uses the wind as an example, such as when the
story is opened:
There was a desert wind blowing that night. It was one of those hot dry Santa Anas that
come down through the mountain passes and curl your hair and make your nerves jump
and your skin itch. On nights like that every booze party ends in a fight. Meek little wives
feel the edge of the carving knife and study their husbands' necks. Anything can happen.

(Chandler 1)
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hardboiled narration illustrates the corruptness within the world. Rather than revealing the
crimes, however, Neff takes part in them, eventually reflecting on his actions and revealing the
ease with which someone can be consumed in corruption: in his case, this corruption is murder.
Neff says, “Hold tight to that cheap cigar of yours, Keyes. I killed Dietrichson. Me, Walter Neff,

insurance agent, 35 years old, unmarried, no visible scars.” (Double Indemnity, 1944). Neff tells
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recognizing the extent and prominence of larger corruption. While investigating the crime on his
own, the untraditional, overly persistent detective decides to break into the apartment of a dead
‘man and describes the whole process with detail by saying:
I took the piece of thick hard celluloid that pretended to be a window over the driver's
license in my wallet, and eased it between the lock and the jamb, leaning hard on the
knob, pushing it toward the hinges. The edge of the celluloid caught the slope of the
spring lock and snapped it back with a small brittle sound, like an icicle breaking. The

door yielded and I went into near darkness. (Chandler 20)




